New rules for parking at national park
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Earlier today, the Formentera Council’s office of transport announced a series of changes in the
parking rules within the island’s national park. Starting this year, vehicle access to the Illetes
area of the park will be regulated 10 May to 30 September. Likewise, residents and tourists that
drive to the Es Cavall den Borràs area will also be met with parking attendants. According to
department head Rafael González, the changes reflect the fact that the areas in question are
largely spared by parking troubles during the low season. Regulated parking will be in place
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the low season and until 8 or 9 p.m. in the high season.

This year’s biggest change has been the ban on quads in the park. The move, says González,
was meant to prevent “environmental degradation, noise pollution and dust kicked up by
passing vehicles”. He called the park “one of Formentera’s most environmentally delicate
areas”.

Public toilets

This summer, four split-use toilets will be installed as well. The portable wood-sided units were
chosen for their suitability in the surrounding environment, González said. He called the toilets
“essential” in terms of hygiene, the environment and general tidiness at the park.

In addition, vehicle access to the park will be regulated for both regular bus lines and those that
operate on a discretional basis. Regular service buses will be allowed entry at a rate of one per
half hour, all day long and at no cost. Meanwhile, following terms apply for buses that work on a
by-request basis: entry will be allowed one per half hour, but at a payment of €0.80, €1 or €1.20
per vehicle per parking spot (low, mid and high season). Access for discretional service buses is
totally restricted between 12 noon and 5 p.m. The goal, explained the councillor, was to
eliminate unruly crowds that plagued the park at rush-hour.

Access will be restricted as well for vehicles carrying heavy loads and attempting to enter the
park at high-traffic times. Those vehicles will be granted access before 11 a.m. and after 5 or 7
p.m., depending on the time of summer. The move, says González, responds to the fear that
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entry and exit of large delivery lorries-if uncontrolled-could bring rush-hour traffic at the park to a
standstill. The councillor pointed out additional improvements to the park’s vehicle removal
service. González described all of the changes as an effort to improve safety and service quality
at the Formentera national park.
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