Open enrolment for children's farming course
Monday, 08 October 2018 12:42

The Formentera Council's agriculture department reports that from today islanders can register
their young ones to participate in courses on farming. Signups run Monday October 8 to the
start of classes or until no more space is available. The classes themselves begin Saturday
October 20 and continue to June, roughly the same timeline as the 2018/2019 academic
calendar.

Tuned for youngsters, the course is a vector for environmental learning and individual and
social development of participating children, adding a practical dimension to their day-to-day
learning. Familiarity with time-honoured, rural traditions promotes respect for the environment
and vice versa.

The workshops will take place Saturday mornings, with two distinct groups attending separate
two-hour sessions. Four- to six-year-olds will gather from 9.30am to 11.30am and seven- to
eleven-year-olds meet from 12 noon to 2.00pm. Children must be born between 2007 and 2014
to participate.

There may be no more than 12 children to a group.

Instruction will play out at the children's vegetable patch located near Sant Francesc's Sa Tanca
Vella chapel. Participants should wear comfortable clothing and appropriate footwear and bring
a small bottle of water. The agriculture office will keep a waitlist to accommodate children not
registered on time.

Department head Bartomeu Escandell attributed the course's return a fourth straight year to
islanders' warm reception of past editions. The idea, he said, is to “get children learning about
and enjoying the agrarian work with such deep roots on the island”. Pointing to initiatives like
those carried out by the farmers' co-op, or the irrigation reservoir, Escandell declared: “On
Formentera we're working to restore farming to the importance it once occupied, but without our
young ones—the real farmers of tomorrow—we won't get there”.
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