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On Thursday, 26 November, a group of fifteen students and one professor held the final session
of a course on social and cultural integration. The short course was organised by the
immigration office of the CiF department of social welfare and held in Formentera's adult
learning centre, l'Escola d'Adults. Department head Vanessa Parellada was on hand to
personally hand out certificates attesting students had successfully completed the integration
course, and, in some cases, a parallel language course as well. Both attestations are required
to complete the application for a residency permit.

  

This particular course has been offered twice a year – in March and November – since 2013.
This year's group comprised a broad range of nationalities: Argentinians, Colombians,
Pakistanis and Moroccans. In class, the students learned overviews of the values embodied in
the Spanish constitution, human rights and civil liberties, the Balearic statute of autonomy, the
European Union and gender equality.

  

In November, the group met over 20 hours on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. The classes,
explained Councillor Parellada, are conceived for recent arrivals to Formentera who are
interested in fully integrating into civil society here.
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