One hundred fifty children attended summer school
Wednesday, 31 August 2016 16:53

The Formentera Council's Office of Youth Services has reported that the island's summer
school programme —the Escola d'Estiu, which concluded today, Wednesday, August 31—
served a total of 150 boys and girls this year. The initiative centred on a programme of fun
activities for kids aged three to twelve. Youth services councillor Vanessa Parellada said sixty
children had attended the Escola d'Estiu at Mestre Lluís Andreu public school, and another
ninety went to the programme at the primary school in Sant Ferran. The CiF councillor
highlighted end-of-summer parties taking place today at both Escola d'Estiu sites, where she
said “performances, water games and other activities” could be expected. According to
Parellada, kids at both schools were also preparing a sampling of snacks and drinks for visiting
parents.

The Escola d'Estiu is intended to be a fun and educational space for children during the
summer months. Participating kids are encouraged to use leisure-time wisely by engaging in
educational play. In addition, the aim of the programme is to help parents struggling to balance
work and family life. Parellada says the last point is especially significant “given the high rate of
employment on the island in summer”. “Children need to be looked after and kept busy,” she
said.

One counsellor for every ten students
Activities are overseen by a team of 16 professional daycare counsellors. The schools maintain
a ratio of one counsellor for every ten students, with one site director per school. Parellada said
that all of the counsellors possessed the accreditation necessary to guide leisure-time activities.

Activities included arts and crafts, physical fitness, games, music, theatre, dance, movement,
storytelling, cooking, trips to the beach and other field trips such as visits to the Council's hort
infantil
(“children's vegetable patch”). Children also had the option of swimming.
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