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The Formentera Council, by way of the administration's office of the presidency, extends its
congratulations to Formentera-native Francesc Marí Mayans—Xicu des Capri—who is slated to
receive the Govern Balear's Ramón Llull award on Monday 29 February. CiF president Jaume
Ferrer expressed his delight seeing the formenterer snare such an important distinction.

  

According to the Balearic Islands government's website: «The award is conceived as a way to
recognise and honour persons — both legal and physical — who have made a notable
contribution to the region in terms of culture, sports, law, trade, civics, humanitarian work,
research, education or linguistics».

  

Tourism and tradition

  

Organisers chose to grant this year's honours to Xicu—a pioneering entrepreneur in
Formentera's tourism sector—for fomenting the role of community associations and defending
traditional art forms like llaüt (dinghy) based fishing. Xicu was born in 1938, and has come to be
held as the paradigm for promotors and tradesmen in tourism. Not only did he disseminate the
values of an older, more traditional Formentera through an unbroken commitment to
professional fishing, but he would also remain an active figure in the local tourism business
throughout his life.

  

Xicu promoted and ran numerous es Pujols businesses but, as the CiF president pointed out
today, was always mindful of keeping the traditional family spirit of the island intact. He served
his own catches to the patrons of his restaurants – a clever way to promote traditional fishing –
and was the face of Formentera for countless tourists.
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