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The Formentera Council's Office of Youth Services has reported on the start of the 2017 Escola
d'Estiu, the summer learning programme held at the island's three public primary schools
(Mestre Lluís Andreu, Sant Ferran and la Mola). One-hundred seventy children are enrolled in
the programme, which is run by a staff of 21 youth workers and one head director.

  

Activities are devised for children aged 3 to 14 (born between 2003 and 2013). The programme
unfolds weekdays in July and August from 9.00am to 2.00pm with early start available from
8.00am. The assorted activities programme will focus alternately on arts and crafts, fitness,
games, music, dance, theatre and cooking. There will also be field trips to the beach and other
outings like swimming.

  

The goal, says social welfare and youth services councillor Vanessa Parellada, is to create “a
fun and educational space where children can spend summer and learn how to make
productive use of their free time”. She also pointed to the importance, particularly on
Formentera, “of being able to offer a resource for parents juggling work and family”.

  

Sports camps
The Council's Office of Sport is piloting two sports camps as a summertime option for young
people. One of the two, synchronised swimming, is geared toward children born between 2003
and 2012. The 103 registered youth will get a taste of acrobatic gymnastics, cognitive and
physical development, dance, theatre and synchronised swimming. The programme, which runs
through summer's end, is managed by eight staffers and one volunteer.

  

The second of the two Council-backed summer programmes is an athletics camp. Forty-two
children aged three to six will explore a host of topics, including cognitive and physical
development, crafts, swimming for leisure, healthy habits and art. Classes, which began earlier
this week, end on August 31 and are overseen by four staffers and one health and safety
assistant.
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