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Local architect Marià Castelló's project to restore Es Pi des Català defence tower, an initiative
that moved forward thanks to backing from the Formentera Council, garnered the European
Award for Architectural Heritage Intervention's special mention. A distinction given by the
Col·legi Oficial d'Arquitectes de Catalunya (COAC), the Agrupació d'Arquitectes per la Defensa i
la Intervenció del Patrimoni Arquitectònic (AADIPA) and the Generalitat de Catalunya,
Catalunya's regional government, the honour was bestowed in a ceremony that took place
yesterday afternoon at the COAC's head office. A panel of jurors credited Castelló with
“precision, simplicity and effectiveness” in his delivery of the remodel.

  

CiF president Jaume Ferrer and patrimony councillor Susana Labrador congratulated Castelló
on the honour. According to Labrador, praise for the project's respectful treatment of the Es Pi
des Català heritage site was “particularly exciting since the Council's goal, from the start, was to
preserve the tower as an essential feature of local heritage and make sure everyone who
wanted to could enjoy it”.

  

First prize went to another project dealing with man-made buildings as patrimony: the
conversion of Convento das Bernardas, in Tavira (Portugal), by architect Eduardo Souto de
Moura. One of the world's leading lights in terms of architecture, Souto de Moura received the
Pritzker prize (architecture's equivalent of the Nobel) in 2011.

  

On completion in 2016, Es Pi des Català tower became Formentera's first defence tower
equipped to receive visits. It is open on Saturdays 10.00am to 1.00pm.
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